
 
 
 
 

 
 
HON. LESLIE G. LANDAU (RET.) 

 
ADR SERVICES, INC. 
1999 Harrison Street, Suite 1700 Oakland, California 94612 
Telephone: (510) 466-6630 
E-mail: KatyTeam@adrservices.com   
Website: https://judgelandau.com/    
 
 
Hon. Leslie G. Landau (Ret.) joined ADR Services, Inc. in 2023 after 
20 years of distinguished service as a Judge of the Superior Court for 
the County of Contra Costa. After graduating from Cornell Law 
School in 1983 and clerking for Judge William E. Doyle in the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit, Judge Landau joined the 
litigation practice at McCutchen, Doyle, Brown & Enersen in San 
Francisco. She developed a specialty in appeals, argued cases for 
clients in appellate courts throughout the country, and was national 
appellate counsel for several automobile manufacturers. She became 
a partner in 1990, served as Managing Partner of the San Francisco 
office, and chaired the Appellate Group (both for the McCutchen firm 
and the successor merged firm, Bingham McCutchen LLP). Her 
appellate practice required her to quickly master legal issues and 
complex factual matters across a broad range of substantive areas, 
including product liability, federal securities law, federal preemption 
and other constitutional issues. She was elected a member of the 
California Academy of Appellate Lawyers in 2000.   
 
Judge Landau brought her appellate expertise to the Superior Court, 
serving as a longtime member of the Court’s Appellate Division, 
including several stints as its Presiding Judge. She authored 
hundreds of Appellate Division opinions, on issues arising out of 
criminal cases, limited civil matters and writs. A collaborative 
colleague and exceptional writer, Judge Landau was often tapped by 
other judicial officers to work through complex legal issues and review 
and revise draft opinions. Judge Landau has been recognized by the 
legal community for being hardworking, a deep legal thinker, a quick 
study, human and fair. She is a thoughtful and creative jurist, as good 
with people as she is with complex and subtle legal issues. Her clear 
writing makes her decisions understandable and compelling, and her 
ability to see and connect with the people behind the disputes make 
her an effective mediator and communicator. 
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