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Robert N. Phillips Mediation 

Robert Phillips is a trusted mediator who has helped 

parties resolve a broad range of disputes in state and 

federal courts. He is widely praised for his preparation, 

insight, and calm approachable style, as well as his ability 

to listen closely and guide discussions at the right pace. 

With persistence and sound judgment, he helps parties 

find common ground and reach lasting agreements. 

Recent Mediations 

• Breach of contract and negligence dispute between 

heir of world-famous musician and storage 

company that lost musician’s personal property 

• Breach of contract dispute between golf club and 

water well drilling company 

• Wrongful retaliatory eviction between homeowner 

and ADU renter 

• Age discrimination, retaliation, wrongful termination 

case between city employee and city 

• Sexual molestation case between victim and school 

district initiated during California legislature’s 
window for otherwise time barred claims 

• Breach of contract dispute between commercial 

bakery and ingredients supplier 

• Commercial lease dispute between university lessor 

and technology company lessee 

• Wrongful termination and wage and hour dispute 

between fire and water remediation employer and 

group of employees 

• Constructive eviction dispute between residential 

lessor and lessee arising from mold infestation 

• Breach of settlement agreement dispute between 

automobile dealership and lemon law law firm 

• Negligence dispute between taxpayer and tax 

preparation company 

• Trademark infringement dispute between 

competing internet dating websites 

• Personal injury dispute between competitive cyclist 

and automobile driver 

Education and Training 

University of San Francisco School of Law, 1985, 
J.D., magna cum laude 

University of California, Berkeley, 1982, B.A., 
with high honors 

Center for Understanding in Conflict – 40 Hour 
Mediation and Conflict Resolution Training,   
November 06-10, 2025 

Court Mediation Program Panelist 

San Francisco County Superior Court 

Alameda County Superior Court 

Marin County Superior Court 

California Court of Appeal, Sixth District 

Contact 

robphillips@reedsmith.com 

415-509-1949 

Flexible Fee Arrangements 

• Construction dispute between homeowner and homeowners’ association 

• Private nuisance dispute between neighboring landowners 

• Fraud/negligence dispute between patient and ophthalmology practice 

mailto:robphillips@reedsmith.com


Reviews 

“Rob was by far the best settlement facilitator I have encountered in Marin County, and his skills 

rival any private mediator I have used over the years. Rob quickly grasped the main focus of my 

client’s case: disparate impact age discrimination. Many of my employment law colleagues are 
not familiar with this theory of discrimination, but Rob was able to absorb the concept and the 

key jury instructions and to have a meaningful dialogue with opposing counsel. Rob was able to 

secure a settlement in which we had no reasonable expectation that the defendant would move 

from its ‘no liability’ position.” 

Plaintiff Attorney in Employment Case 

“We recently mediated a very complicated case with Mr. Phillips involving claims of molestation 

dating back to the late 1970’s and early 1980’s which was brought in the wake of Assembly Bill 

218. The subject matter was incredibly sensitive, and the parties had been through several 

mediation sessions with another mediator without material progress. The case was made more 

complex as insurance coverage was in question due to the passage of time and inability to find 

all relevant documents. 

Mr. Phillips was fully prepared on the facts and legal issues as well as the insurance dispute. 

Indeed, it was as though there were two mediations occurring with the dispute between the 

parties as well as the dispute between the defendant and the carrier. He not only absorbed the 

factual and legal issues, he was also able to keep the mediation moving forward despite 

obstacles. He listened to our positions, incorporated concerns into the discussion, and was 

creative in developing ways to overcome impediments to resolution. 

Because Mr. Phillips was so effective, we were able to settle the case after months of making no 

headway through alternate ADR. The settlement was fair to all parties, and he was able to make 

the plaintiff and the defendant feel positive about the process and outcome. I have the highest 

regard for his skills and highly recommend his services” 

Defense Attorney in Sexual Molestation Case 

“Mr. Phillips performed with extraordinary diligence and professionalism. He understood 
nuanced landlord-tenant law with remarkable competence and precision. He was able to recite 

the facts and key legal arguments from the very beginning of the session, which immediately 

established his high credibility. He developed a strong rapport with my client in the case. I 

found it refreshing and educational to come across a highly capable, seasoned trial attorney 

who can pick up any area of the law and immediately see the litigation angles.” 

Plaintiff Attorney in Landlord Tenant Case 

“Rob served as a mediator in a difficult to resolve California case. Before the mediation, Rob 
reviewed the submissions and got a firm grasp of the problems and sticking points, which made 

the entire process go smoothly. Our case had been in suit for more than two years, with a ‘no 
offers and no interest in settlement’ position by the defendant throughout. With that as the 
backdrop, Rob facilitated constructive conversations by the parties, reduced tensions and 

worked towards a mutually agreeable solution which neither party could have anticipated but 

were comfortable with at the end. Rob retained control of the room by employing a respectful, 

supportive approach and even went the extra distance days later when the defendant was not 

meeting its promised obligations." 

Defense Attorney in Lemon Law Breach of Settlement Case 

“Rob’s ability to step into a charged and procedurally complicated situation and set a tone for good-

faith negotiations was impressive. “ 

Plaintiff Attorney in Breach of Contract Case 



Work Experience 

Reed Smith LLP – Senior Counsel – May 2026 to Present 

Reed Smith LLP – Parter -- March 2011 to April 206 

Howrey LLP – Partner -- September 1998 to March 2011 

Bronson, Bronson, & McKinnon – Partner -- November 1985 to September 1998 

Recognitions and Awards 

Best Lawyers in America 

Northern California Super Lawyers 

The Legal 500 

WTR 1000 


