LOCAL RULES OF 
THE COURT OF APPEAL 
FIRST APPELLATE DISTRICT

Published pursuant to California Rules of Court, rule 10.1030

As amended effective July 24, 2026 

Local Rule 5:
	Parties’ Stipulation to Use Original Superior Court File as the Appellate Record
The procedures set forth in California Rules of Court, rule 8.128 allowing the parties to stipulate to using the original superior court file in lieu of the clerk’s transcript are approved for use by the superior courts in this district in all civil cases in which the trial court retains no continuing jurisdiction. Any stipulation under this rule shall be substantially in the form of the Stipulation for Use of Original Superior Court File in Lieu of Clerk’s Transcript, which is available on the court’s Local Rules and Orders page.
(Adopted, eff. August 23, 2019; repealed, eff. July 24, 2026.)

 
Local Rule 13:
	Oral Argument
 a)  [Option to Waive Argument]  After a case has been briefed and assigned to a judicial panel for resolution, the parties will be notified that they may elect to waive oral argument.  The court attaches no significance to waiving argument, and it understands that oral argument may be unnecessary when the parties’ positions have been fully briefed.
(b)  [Notice and Procedure]  An election to present oral argument must be made in writing and must contain the following information:  (1) the number and title of the case; (2) the name of the person who will present oral argument; (3) if that person is an attorney, the name of the party whom he or she is representing; and (4) whether the oral argument will be presented in person or remotely.  If you fail to advise the court that you plan to appear remotely, oral argument will be conducted in person in the courtroom. If a party wishes to change from in person to remote argument, or vice versa, he or she must promptly inform the divisional deputy clerk and the opposing parties.  If any party timely elects to proceed with oral argument, the court will notify the parties of the time and date of the argument.  The oral argument will be conducted in accordance with the California Rules of Court.
(c)  [Time]  The amount of time allocated for each side to present oral argument may vary.  Normally, the parties should plan on being allocated 15 minutes per side, although the court may expand or shorten this time before or at the oral argument.
(d)  [Sharing Argument Time]  In cases in which two or more parties have interests that are aligned, i.e., are on the same side, those parties shall confer before the oral argument on how they prefer to share their side’s time during the oral argument.  Multiple attorneys who share time should avoid repeating arguments made by other attorneys.
(e)  [Oral Argument Dates]  The court maintains a list of the currently scheduled oral argument dates for each division.  The list is available on the court’s web site at http://www.courts.ca.gov/11245.htm.  The dates on the list are tentative and parties and their counsel should always verify them with the clerk of the division to which a case is assigned.
(f)  [Recording and Streaming of Oral Argument]  The court records and streams all oral arguments, including oral arguments presented remotely by video or by telephone conference call.  A request for oral argument will be deemed consent to such recording and streaming.
(g)  [Continuances]  Any party who wishes to continue oral argument to a later date must submit a request, in writing, that includes:  (1) an explanation as to why the request for continuance is being made; (2) confirmation that there was a meet and confer with all opposing parties (or an explanation why it was impracticable to meet and confer) in an attempt to select a mutually agreeable date and whether there is opposition to a continuance; and (3) a proposed new date no more than 45 days after the currently assigned date and that is on the list of already scheduled oral argument dates for the division in question.  If the proposed new date is more than 45 days after the currently assigned date, the request for continuance must set forth, in detail, why argument on an earlier date is not possible.  The court retains the discretion to deny any and all requests for a continuance.
[bookmark: _Hlk228449911](Adopted, eff. August 23, 2019; amended, eff. June 5, 2023; amended eff. July24, 2026.)


Local Rule 15:
	Focus Letters and Tentative Opinions
 a)  [Focus Letters]  Panels may issue focus orders or letters in cases scheduled for oral argument. These orders or letters are issued before argument, and they notify the parties about particular issues the panel is interested in discussing.  
(b)  [Tentative Opinions]  Panels may, in their sole discretion, issue tentative opinions in cases scheduled for oral argument. Any such tentative opinion will be issued before the argument, and the parties will be notified that the court is prepared to rule along the lines indicated in the tentative opinion. When a tentative opinion is issued, oral argument will be held only if a party that originally requested oral argument notifies the court, opposing counsel, and unrepresented parties, that they still wish to proceed with oral argument. Notification must be made through the court’s electronic filing system (TrueFiling) and is separate from and in addition to a party’s previously filed Request for Oral Argument form or Oral Argument Appearance Type form. If such a notification is given, oral argument will proceed as scheduled, and the views expressed in the tentative opinion will be subject to change. If no such notification is given, oral argument will not be held, and the court’s final opinion will reflect the substance of the tentative opinion.
(Adopted, eff. June 24, 2022; amended eff. July 24, 2026.)
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